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ACTOR, ACTANT: Actant is a term from semiotics covering both hu-
mans and nonhumans; an actor is any entity that modifies another en-
tity in a trial; of actors it can only be said that they act; their compe-
tence is deduced from their performances; the action, in turn, is
always recorded in the course of a trial and by an experimental proto-
col, elementary or not.

ADMINISTRATION: One of the five skills analyzed in this book
whose contribution is indispensable to the functions of the new Con-
stitution*; it makes it possible to document collective experimenta-
tion and exerts the third power, that of follow-up, while ensuring re-
spect for due process.

ARTICULATION: That which connects propositions* with one an-
other; whereas statements* are true or false, propositions can be said
to be well or badly articulated; the connotations of the word (in anat-
omy, law, rhetoric, linguistics, and speech pathology) cover the range
of meanings that I am attempting to bring together, meanings that no
longer stress the distinction between the world and what is said about
it, but rather the ways in which the world is loaded into discourse (see
also Logos™).

ASSOCIATION: BExtends and modifies the meanings of the words
“social” and “society*,” words that are always prisoners of the division

between the world of objects and that of subjects; instead of making
the distinction between subjects and objects, we shall speak of associa-
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tions between humans and nonhumans; the term thus includes both
the old natural sciences and the old social sciences,

BICAMERALISM: Term used in political science to describe systems
of representation with two houses (Assembly and Senate, House of
Commons and House of Lords); here I am extending the meaning
to describe the distribution of powers between nature* (conceived,
therefore, as a Tepresentative power) and politics*. This “bad” bi-
cameralism is succeeded by a “good” bicameralism that distinguishes
between twao representative powers: the power to take into account*
(the upper house) and the power to put in order* (the lower house).

CAVE: Expression derived from the Platonic myth in 7he Republic
and used as a short-cut to designate the bicameralism* of the old Con-
stitution with its separation between the Heaven of Ideas on the one

hand and the prison of the social sphere on the other (see also Old Re-
gime*),

CIVILIZATION: Designates the collective* that is no longer sur-
rounded by a single nature and other cultures, but that is capable of
initiating, in civil fashion, experimentation on the progressive compo-
sition of the common world*.

COLLECTIVE: To be distinguished first of all from society*, a term
that refers to a bad distribution of powers; it accumulates the old pow-
ers of nature and society in a single enclosure before it is differentiated
once again into distinct powers (the power to take into account*, the
power to put in order*, the power to follow up*). In spite of its use in
the singular, the term refers not to an already-established unit but to a
procedure for collecting associations of humans and nonhumans.

COLLECTIVE EXPERIMENTATION: When it is no longer possible to
define a single nature and multiple cultures, the collective has to ex-
plore the question of the number of entities to be taken into account
and integrated, through a groping process whose protocol is defined
by the power to follow up*. Erom the word “experimentation” as it is
used in the sciences, I borrow the following: it is instrument-based,
rare, difficult to reproduce, always contested; and it presents itself as a
costly trial whose result has to be decoded.
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coMMoN Goop: The question of the common moom or EM. m: <
] i i estio
life is usually limited to the moral sphere, leaving aside t M mM tion of
n; the Go
* that defines matters of concern;
the common world* t : sood and
the True thus remain separate; here we are oommmﬁc*m the two exp
sions to speak of the good common world or cosmos™.

*
COMMON SENSE: See Good sense™.

COMMON WORLD (also good common Eo.l.nr nowm_domm. Mwmwmmwmww
worlds): The expression am&mbmﬁm.ﬁrm mHoSm.poMm anMmaqm e
ive unification of external _.mmrﬂmm (for s.%:n we r tre
mwwmmﬂwmamiu. the world, in the singular, is, precisely, not w
mww“dncﬁ s&m.ﬁ has to be obtained through due process.

consTITUTION: Term borrowed from mm.é mua wm:ﬂﬂﬂwﬂwnﬁm“w
d here in a broader metaphysical sense, m:.:n.w it refers : "

s of beings into humans and nonhumans, objects and mmﬁwmﬁﬁ”wﬂ "
Muow:w type of power and ability to wm.ummF Gmu.amnm‘ mﬂwﬁ Mzﬁo HUMEMM mM
receive. Unlike the term “culture,” n nocmcﬂcmo: n.m il 7o
well as to persons; unlike the ﬁmﬂw .ﬁ_ Mm:mnﬁwww , Mw WOm_Mﬁm e
mxm:n.ﬁw MMM Hmﬂ.mNMWM WMMMMﬁM“.oMmE moummﬁcmob in owﬁo&ﬁo.: Rw E.gm
MMMAMNEOM:&WEZOD of political ecology, the way Mrm* nﬁuM MMWHMMGW MM
French history, is set in opposition to the Republic® (s
mental metaphysics).

CONSULTATION: One of the two mwmma.m& ?snmonm of Emﬁwﬂmmw wo
take into account™*: it answers ﬁw,m @c.m”n_om mwmw:w wMM omM mﬁMHnmm k.
i ass judgment on the existence, ;
whwmﬂﬂﬂnw ﬁon.mﬁm ﬁnwwom#mo:* ; it applies, om course, no. DOMMHHMMH« Mw
1l as to humans; it does not have the OHQE.E;.% meaning of an ar e
e Iready-formulated question; instead, it implies mmﬁﬁnﬁmﬁo :
Mmmmwmwohwcmmﬁob of the problem through a search for reliable wit
nesses*. w
cosmMos, cosMoproLiTics: Here we are moE.m mew to MWM MHMMT
ing—"“arrangement,” “harmony”—along with the m e
fonl e mu “world.” The cosmos is thus synonymous wit
MMMMWMHMM:M?OE&* that Isabelle Stengers refers to when she uses



DEMOS:
Wrsie EmeMM_ Mmdﬂ used here to designate the assembled public
: pressure exerted over its de i %
Science* along with the shortcuts of force e by salvacion via

DIPLOMACY: Ski i i
s i mw.E that makes it possible to get off a war footing hy
e Bomm riment of Em.no:mﬁ?m» concerning the common
S et i %Em. :m. essential requirements: the diplomat suc-
e anthropologist in the encounter with cultures e

DUE PROCESS: 1 W W A\
e S$s: The expression, borrowed from la and govern
. T, -
ment, is intended to stress, Q.:dnuob contrast, the undue surreptitious
s

ues, the i
= anmwMS_mam of representation of the collective* make it necess
2 z
e slowly, according to due process, by offering the wnoaw_w
common world the equivalent of a state of m:a The nOb-

trasting concepts d .
e facto and de jur : ;
mula. Jjure are combined here in a single for-

ization izati i
no:mnm_ax Mx.ﬂmn:mrwmcon*y something that can put the interior of th
b mo:ogwmz%ﬂmﬂﬁmwzmmn and, finally, something that may return mM
age to demand its place as
partner and ally. The enem
: y
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is specifically not what is definitely foreign, immoral, irrational, or
nonexistent.

ENVIRONMENT: The concern that one can have for it appears with
the disappearance of the environment as what is external to human
behavior; it is the externalized whole* of precisely what one can nei-
ther expel to the outside as a discharge nor keep as a reserve.

EPISTEMOLOGY, (POLITICAL) EPISTEMOLOGY, POLITICAL EPIS-
TEMOLOGY: In the proper sense of the term, “epistemology” refers to
the study of the sciences and the procedures for such study (like sci-
ence studies but with different instruments); in contrast, I use the
term “(political) epistemology” (or, less kindly, “epistemology police”)
to designate the distorting of theories of knowledge in order to ratio-
nalize politics but without respecting the procedures for coordination
either of the sciences or of politics (it is a matter of engaging in poli-
tics in a way that is protected from all politics, hence the parentheses);
finally, T use the term “political epistemology” (without parentheses)
to designate the analysis of the explicit distribution of powers between
sciences and politics in the framework of the Constitution*.

ESSENCE: Term from metaphysics that takes on a political meaning
here; not the beginning of the process of composition* or articula-
tion* (the term “habit*” is reserved for that), but its provisional con-
clusion; there are indeed essences, but these are obtained by institu-
tion* at the end of an explicit process that gives them durability and
indisputability by attaching attributes to their substance. To recall this
concrete history, T use the expression “essences with fixed bound-

aries.”

EXPERIMENTAL ANTHROPOLOGY: The capacity of anthropologists
to encounter other cultures used to depend on the certainty provided
by mononaturalism*; the anthropology I call experimental establishes
new contact with other cultures, while rejecting both mononaturalism

and multiculturalism (see also Diplomacy™*).
EXPERIMENTAL METAPHYSICS: Metaphysics is traditionally de-

fined as what comes after or above physics, thus presupposing an
a priori distribution of primary* and secondary qualities* that set-
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hysi
WmnMEMM nwm search for what makes up the common world, and I
e i i : :
i ﬁm awrvmwmﬁmq paradoxical expression “metaphysics of nat o
e traditional solution that gave nature a political role e

EXTERI
Wi :MMHHMMMMZ‘..mxamm.zm,im»ﬁoz.. Economists use the ex-
e Emm 8. designate entities that cannot be taken into
e ﬂ Y an important role (negative or positive) in the

» HETE, 1 glve it a more general and more political meaning

FOLLOW-UP
e et A%MM«MMMF TO FOLLOW JEH One of the three powers of
ey mﬁﬂoémn to take into account* and the power to
B mxm.__o._,; s s e test path that allows collective experimen-
e e @:mmno.u of common worlds; it is procedural and
- €; so long as it does not Presuppose mastery, it i
ymous with the art of governing, el

GOOD SEN
o om..%m\ »w OPPOSED TO COMMON SENSE: These terms are
i ﬂﬂ Ew Hmwu in order to replace critical discourse and the o era
SKing; good sense represents the past of the mo:mm.cﬂém

»

arguments, it j
g » 1t is always necessary to verify that one is fi joini
common sense, el rejoining

HABITS: i iti

e rm@ﬂﬁumﬂﬁmm of propositions* before the operations of th

oy Ve Instituted them in a lasting way as essences*; this is Hrm
on i .

i SOME M.MME carry out the tasks involved in elaborating the noSm

ithout immediately runni i u 4

i § ! ning up against indi

ture and indisputable identities and M:Hmnmmww ’ deptble na

HIERARCHY: i
b 1y One of the two essential functions of the power to put
- It1s a matter of arranging propositions, which are by &mmﬂm
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tion heterogeneous and incommensurable, into a single homogeneous
order and according to a single relationship of order, an obviously im-
possible task that will have to be taken up again at the next iteration.

HUMANS AND NONHUMANS: To bring out the difference between
civilian relations within the collective and the militarized relations
maintained by objects* and subjects*, I use this expression, which is
synonymous with propositions* and associations*. Its only significat-
jon is negative: it simply reminds us that we are never speaking of the

subjects or objects of the old bicameralism*.

INANIMISM: A neologism based on “animism,” used to recall the
anthropocentrism of a metaphysics that presupposes objects that are
“indifferent” to the fate of humans; this makes it possible in fact to re-
form humans right away, by distinguishing between the primary (es-
sential) qualities* and the secondary (superficial) qualities™.

INSTITUTION: One of the two requirements of the power to put in
order*, the one that makes it possible to respond to the requirement
of closure and to prepare the re-collection of the collective as it goes
through the next loop; the word often has a pejorative sense in the lit-

erature of the human sciences, as opposed to “spontaneous,” “real,”

“creative,” and so on; it is used in a positive sense here, as one of the
forms of reason. | also use the expression “conceptual institution” as a

synonym for “form of life.”

INTERNALIZATION: See Exteriorization, externalization.

LEARNING COMPACT: Expression used to replace “social contract,”
which would bind humans together in a totalized fashion to form a so-
ciety; the apprenticeship pact presupposes nothing but the common
ignorance of the governors and the governed in a situation of collec-

tive experimentation®.

LEARNING CURVE: An expression borrowed from psychology and
management and used here to designate the situation of a collective
deprived of the old solution once given to the question of its ex-
teriority (one nature/multiple cultures) and obliged to resume experi-
mentation with no guarantee other than the quality of its learning. Tts
follow-up is the object of the seventh task of the Constitution™.
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" _Mp.unwm... ﬂEMFRQ.E Greek term, to which we give the meaning
lculation™” here; it designates all th i i

; e speech impedimenta* that

Mn.m mnm ﬁMm heart of the public thing*; synonymous with “translation ”

is i :

ok mzbmn_ .boﬂ by clarity or even by a special attention to Hmbm:mmm

v the difficulty of accompanying the reflexive expression of the

collective engaged i :
gaged in the progres i
world*, progressive composition of the common

MATTERS OF ONCERN: »br.: munmu_mm.m:v: 11 —<Q~HHEQ to cont ast HHH
E CON B W.
C Q to re H H.w 8
m~ NH crises have no T Aar
:“_mﬂﬁm.nm Om m.m« t an ON& that QOOFO C rise : V earing on a
nvmum OM, _Ummbm.m ﬁm.OHu DNNEmuHm. HHNHEHQ or mﬂnuwvmﬁmznmv TEH on nrm gmw\ m—c.
mm man tur Q

_Um_.: are a ﬁumn ured: the u vnHu t ﬁm on @C. Nnces as :.
ne ected ¢ sel e €S as we as HHHQ
Huwoﬁmm OM MU;OQC.OHHOHH N:Q. Hrm :wmbﬁ.mmﬁﬂﬂmmHm remain ﬂhma to matters

of fact, whereas the :
speaking Y appear to be detached from objects* properly

E L e )
o mw.q.ﬁmmm OF FACT: T he indisputable Ingredients of sensation or of
s Wm.hﬂmswmnoﬂu ; the term is used to emphasize the political oddity of

istinction, imposed by the old Constitution, between what is dis-

putable (theories, opinions, inte i
; ; rpretations, values) a is indi
putable (sensory data). RS

M ,
h H.E,;Wq mnorwmm. In a somewhat artificial way, the militant
p M ice .w Mn&om% 1s contrasted here with the official philosophy of
ecological thinkers, theorists of N, it
; aturpolitik who continu
o : R € to use na-
BHM as a ﬂo&m of public organization without noticing that this pre-
ature unity can only paralyze the movement of composition*

. ODERN: Wmm_msmﬂmm not a period, but a form of the passage of
€ a way of interpreting a set of situati
situations by attempti
tract from them the distincti d s i)
Inction between facts and val
world and representatio i i e i
ns, rationality and irrationali i A
o o ity, Science* and
Onmmn% » primary qualities* and secondary qualities*, in such a way
as to trace a radical difference b :
etween the past and the fu
makes it possible to externali iti Sointany
nalize* definitively what h
taken into account. Wh M i i
- Whatever suspends this pa i i
@ Ppassage without replacin
1s postmodern. Whatever replaces the passage of modern Egmﬂ% ﬁmm

m m L .r
Ing into account aga I whnat :mm Humm: exter HHNHthQ 18 mw.u::uo_ﬁ.mmwu or eco

GLOSSARY

245

MONONATURALISM, MULTICULTURALISM, MULTINATURALISM:
To emphasize the political character of the undue unification of the
collective in the form of nature in the singular, the prefix “mono” is
added, to bring out right away the kinship between the solution re-
tained and multiculturalism (an Anglo-Saxon expression that has been
adopted by political science): against a background of prematurely
unified nature, prematurely fragmented and incommensurable cul-
tures stand out. To designate the impossibility of the traditional solu-
tion, [ add to naturalism, in a somewhat provocative fashion, the pre-

fix multi.

MORALIST: One of the five professions called to participate in the
functions of the collective defined by the new Constitution*; defined
neither by an appeal to values nor by a respect for procedures, but by
an attention to the defects of composition* of the collective, to all that
it has externalized* by denying to all propositions the function of
means and offering to keep them as ends.

NATURE: Understood here not as multiple realities (see Pluriverse*)
but as an unjustified process of unification of public life and of distri-
bution of the capacities of speech and representation in such a way
as to make political assembly and the convening of the collective in
a Republic* impossible. I am combating three forms of nature here:
the “cold and hard” nature of the primary qualities*, the “warm and
green” nature of Naturpolitik*, and finally the “red and bloody” nature
of political economics*. To naturalize means not simply that one is un-
duly extending the reign of Science to other domains, but that one is
paralyzing politics. Naturalization can thus be carried out on the ba-
sis of society*, morality*, and so on. Once the collective has been as-
sembled, there is no longer any reason, by contrast, to deprive oneself
of expressions of common sense and to use the term “natural” for
something that goes without saying or something that is a full-fledged

member of the collective.

NATURPOLITIK: On the model of Realpolitik, this term designates a

deviation from political ecology that claims, in opposition to militant
ecology, to be renewing public life, even while keeping intact the idea

of nature* invented to poison it.



GLOSSARY

246
NONHUMAN: See Humans and nonhumans.

OBJECT, AS OPPOSED TO SUBJECT: Here we are nobcﬁmn:m the
subject-object pair with associations between humans and non-
humans. “Objects” and “objectivity,” along with “subjects” and “sub-
jectivity,” are polemical terms, invented to short-circuit politics once
nature* has been put in place; thus we cannot use them as citizens of a

collective that can recognize only their civil version: associations of
humans and nonhumans,

OLD REGIME: This deliberately simplistic term (and the more po-
lemical term “Cave”) is used to bring out the contrast between the
bicameralism* of nature and society, on the one hand, and that of the
new Constitution*, which allows a state of law, on the other. Just as
the French Revolution called into question the legitimacy of the aris-
tocratic power of divine right, political ecology calls into question the
aristocratic power of divine “Science.”

ORDERING (POWER TO PUT IN ORDER): One of the three powers
of representation of the collective (said of the lower house): answers
the question “Can we form a common world?”

PERPLEXITY: One of the seven tasks through which the collective
makes itself attentive and sensitive to the presence outside itself of the

multitude of propositions that may want to be part of the same com-
mon world*,

PLURIVERSE: Since the word “uni-verse” has the same deficiency as
the word “nature” (for unification has come about without due pro-
cess*), the expression “pluriverse” is used to designate propositions*
that are candidates for common existence before the process of uni-
fication in the common world, *

POLITICAL ECOLOGY: The term does not differentiate between sci-
entific ecology and political ecology; it is built on the model of (but in
opposition to) “political economy*”. Tt is thus used to designate, by
Opposition to the “bad” philosophy of ecology, the understanding of
ecological crises that no longer uses nature to account for the tasks
to be accomplished. It serves as an umbrella term to designate what

GLOSSARY

247

. R - ’
succeeds modernism according to the alternative “modernize o
ecologize.”

poLITICS: Used here in three senses that are distinguished Md\ _,umn._
riphrasis: a) in its usual meaning, the term am&mwmﬁmm ..urm mQ:mm Mmmbm-
compromises between interests and human passions, in a Hmﬂ m mﬁ
rate from the preoccupations of SObrc.Bm:m“ in this sense, vcmmmna
expression “politics of the OmSw»...h .5 in the proper mmnmmwgﬂ* Mna -
designates the progressive composition ow the no.-.DBOnr.So.w | andal
the competencies exercised by the collective; c) in the limite mw n.wm
use the term to designate just one of the five mem.Dmnmmme o
Constitution, the one that allows faithful representation by ﬁMm mnngm-
tion—always to be repeated—of the relation between one and all.

PRIMARY QUALITIES, AS OPPOSED TO ._MWOWZG”&NJ\ ANW.\WHLWT
TIES”: A traditional expression in philosophy to distinguish the m&En
of which the world is made (particles, atoms, genes, :mﬂw_..dum. mbn_ MM
on), as opposed to representations* (colors, sounds, fee Emmmnwwbnmn_
on); primary qualities are Eﬁmwz.m.w:n real and bmﬁnwmxw_ ienced
subjectively; secondary qualities, visible @E bo.:m,m.mmnjm : mw ﬁmam-
enced subjectively. Far from being an obvious Q:E&oh.r it HMH e M@ T
tion of (political) epistemology* par excellence that is :.z Mbm v
perimental metaphysics and forbidden by the new Constitution.

PROGRESSIVE COMPOSITION OF THE no.?mgoz <<.Omrcn mﬁumn.mm-
sion that replaces the classic definition Om. politics as an EMWDU_M_M oo.-.“-
terests and powers: the common world is not mmﬁmwrmrm ; m_; 5 m:Em
set (unlike nature* and society*) but B.cwﬁ be collected ._Q e M =
through diplomatic work* done to verify what the ﬂ:.;ﬁﬂ mwuﬂ W.E.w-
tions* have in common. Composing is always nODnnmmnm& with shor
cuiling, shortcut, arbitrariness (see also Due process*).

PROPOSITION: In its ordinary sense in mw.mo.womugw the ﬁm.ﬂb &mﬂm”
nates a statement* that may be true or false: it is used here _MH. a B.mwn
physical sense to designate not a being of the world or a Wcmﬁm :
form but an association of humans and :ob.rzﬂmbm before it I mMoMMMH.
a full-fledged member of the collective®, an Em.acﬂmm mmmman . m: o
than being true or false, a proposition in Q:.m.mm:mw may be MMM o
badly articulated. Unlike statements, propositions insist on %
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namics of the collective in search of good articulation, the good cos-
mos*. To avoid repetition, I sometimes say “entities” or :%:mmt_.

RELIABLE WITNESS: Designates situations capable of testing the
faithfulness of representations, in the knowledge that the distribution
between what speaks and what does not speak is no longer definitive

and that there are just spokespersons* whom one doubts, just speech
impedimenta,

REPRESENTATION: Used in two radically different senses, which
are always distinguished by the context: a) in the negative sense of so-
cial representation, it signifies one of the two powers of (political)
epistemology which forbids all public life, since subjects or cultures
have access only to secondary qualities* and never to essences*; b) in
the positive sense, it designates the dynamics of the collective which is
re-presenting, that is, presenting again, the questions of the common

world, and is constantly testing the faithfulness of the reconsidera-
tion.

REPUBLIC: Does not designate the assembly of humans among
themselves, nor the universality of the human detached from all the
traditional archaic bonds: on the contrary, by taking another look at
the etymology of res publica, the public thing*, it designates the collec-
tive* in its effort to undertake an experimental search for what unifies

it; it is the collective assembled according to due process* and faithful
to the order of the Constitution*.

REQUIREMENT, DEMAND: Terms that take the place of the old divi-
sion between necessity and freedom; each of the functions of the
collective* defines 4 requirement: external reality for perplexity*; per-
tinence for consultation* ; publicity for hierarchy*; closure for institu-
tion*. The expression “essential requirements,” borrowed from the
vocabulary of standardization, makes it possible to establish the diyi-

sion between the habits* and the provisional essences* of proposi-
tions*.

SCENARIZATION: One of the seven functions that the new Consti-
tution* is to fulfill and that amounts to defining the border between
inside and outside; but instead of starting from an already-constituted
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% v Or _. S,
unit AHHNHCHG or societ v‘ HTG various mu‘mwwwm ﬁom Hm.wm sclences, mV tic
m 1 mﬂmﬂhou al ar
oV e a (o] QSe SCenarios O».., unit .
ernm E.ﬂ_ HMQ S OE.V HUHOW e i t u t e N:
Vv m_.OU.m.H N:&. ﬁTm._n ﬁrmw h.moogm._,ﬁmmﬂm.ﬁ_yoa OM ﬁwum OOE.@Oanm S;: ﬁmﬂ.uﬂmﬁhf
@HO 1

e I trast Science, de-
SED TO THE SCIENCES: I contrast e
fi mm_mZnMM. WW%MMME: of the sciences by (political) m?m‘.nmgo_o%% :M
e W ublic life impotent by bringing to bear on ;.nrm threa
i s Wm : n already unified nature*, with the sciences, in the _.&.:4
&Wm?%ﬂﬂﬂmhmﬂm“ their practice is defined as one owﬁvm m<.m Mmmﬁmﬂﬂm
Mwwﬂp of the collective in search of wnomom.ﬁo:.m*. A..ﬁam EEMW:M&W o
constitute the common world and take responsibility for m g

the plurality of external realities.

SEPARATION OF POWERS: Traditional mﬁunmmmwo:.mp law MDM%MWMM

1 philosophy, customarily used to Qmmwmnmﬁm the nr erenc e
e w. w ; d the executive (and sometimes the judicial) branc .
it M.DH use it: a) in the negative sense, to n_mmwmsmwm the dis-
o.m e “a Dmncam* and society* (which makes it Huom.m:u._m to see
. U.m.%Mm&manﬁ of the old Constitution and not m.m m., mﬁmzu“w b)
wmﬁWMHMMMWWm sense, to designate the E&mwmbmm_u—” nwwﬂa.”“ﬁ“m mnW

i t*, the power to y

Hﬁwnﬁﬂ HrM%MHMHm%_HW meﬁ MM MMM“»E itis mﬁm of the seven tasks of
and the p

Constitution®.
" sociaL: The terms “society” or “social Sola:‘mnm cmwa to
m.On:.S,M_m half of the old Constitution* that has to unify m:v..mnﬁm
MMMMMWMM from objects and always subjected to the ﬁwﬁmﬂﬁ ﬂmﬂﬁmﬁuﬁ%c
i ; it is an already-constituted whole E.mn explains o
i UM ﬂmm:nmmﬁ_m:m makes it possible to short-circuit the worﬁnmw Hmma
_umwmﬁo_.owwwo:. it thus plays the same Humnmdﬁum role as HEEMMW m“u .
m nmmwmam nmwnmonm. The adjective “social” Cb. the muEwomw.oﬁmBmv -
oMMH sphere” or “social ammammm:ﬁmmﬁo.s*.. ﬁow ﬁﬂumnﬂw MMMMMMW M;.ﬁ mo
j i i i signates
Q:.Hm MWMM M.mm WMMomMWMM,ﬁMrMMMnHFﬁM Hmmmzn% while lacking the means to
priso

do so. .
i e dif-
EECH IMPEDIMENTA: Designates not speech :mm_mmwcm hﬂmﬁwa-
fi mﬂ. s one has in speaking and the devices one needs for
cultie
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ulation* of the common world—to avoid taking logocentric words
(logos*, “consultation*,” “spokesperson*”) as facile expressions of

meanings that would not need any particular mediation to manifest
themselves transparently,

SPOKESPERSON: An expression used at first to show the profound
kinship between representatives of humans (in the political sense) and
representatives of nonhumans (in the epistemological sense). Next,
the term is used to designate all the speech impedimenta* that ex-
plain the dynamics of the collective. The spokesperson is precisely the
one who does not permit an assured answer to the question “Who is
speaking?” (see also Reliable witness*).

STATE: Just one of the instances of a collective in the process of ex-
ploration: the entity that allows the exercise of the power to follow
up*; that has a monopoly on the designation of the enemy*; that is the

seat of the art of governing; that guarantees the quality of the collec-
tive experiment.*

STATEMENT: As opposed to a proposition*, a statement is an ele-
ment of human language that seeks to verify its adequacy to the world
of objects through an operation of reference. This awkward distinc-

tion between words and world amounts to an interruption of the col-
lective exploration.

SUBJECT: See Object.

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT (POWER TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT): One
of the three powers of the collective (said to belong to the upper
house), the one that obliges us to answer the question “With how
many new propositions are we to constitute the collective?”

THING: We are using the term in the etymological sense that always
refers to a matter at the heart of an assembly in which a discussion
takes place requiring a judgment reached in common—in contrast to
“object*.” The etymology of the word thus contains the index of the

collective* (res, ding, chose) that we are trying to assemble here (see also
Republic*).

UPPER HOUSE, LOWER HOUSE: See Bicameralism.
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